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2Who am I?



3Who am I – privately?



4Who are you?
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• Please introduce yourself while the match is burning
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• First remarks:



Title of the presentation

This course has been supported by the Polish National Agency 
for Academic Exchange under the STER Programme

• Time is limited

• There can be surprises…

• Distractions – distracting you and audience

• Preparation/plan/practice is needed!

• First remarks:



Title of the presentation

This course has been supported by the Polish National Agency 
for Academic Exchange under the STER Programme

• What’s your worst science communication experience?
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• What’s your worst science communication experience?

• …and the best?
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What kind of science communication do you know/like?
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Because I have a lot of experience
– you can ask me about…

Why I’m conduting this training?



12…live presentation in national media…



13…live presentation in national media…

Live(!) -> reflex needed, not reflection

Time – extreamly limited

Audience – the biggest?

Topics – superficial, mundane

High stress, high impact



14…live speaking on the radio or preparing a podcast…



15…live speaking on the radio or preparing a podcast…

No visual… -> pros and cons…

Where do you listen to the radio?



16…how to give a TED talk and other public speaking…



17…how to give a TED talk and other public speaking…

The most popular – and the most neglected!

Shortert speech means harder speach (inverse

sqares law;))



18…how to make educational videos and on-line lectures…



19…how to make educational videos and on-line lectures…

Yes, you can EARN on science communication!



20… how to make YouTube videos – professional or

amateur…



21… how to make YouTube videos – professional or

amateur…

Real creative freedom!

But extreamly high competition…



22…write an article to press or portal…



23…write an article to press or portal…

Time for reflection, consideration, caution…

Time consuming cooperation with editorial

office (that’s why it’s good!)



24…organise/participate in event…



25…organise/participate in event…

Creative!

Personal involvement, relation-making! 

Limited reception?
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Or other things about

science communication!
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Or medical/nuclear physics!;)
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Purpose

of SciCom
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„Science Communication”
But….

WHY and FOR WHAT to do this?!
#WasteOfTime? #DoSomethingSerious!

#HaveYouDefendedThesis?:p
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Your motivation?
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To help people

To protected people

To build better society

Public funding -> 

obligation to society

To earn

To build position of an expert

Benefits of a better society

I have a good time:)

„Outreach” or „dissemination” 
is mandatory in science grants

from agencies
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To help people

To protected people

To build better society

Public funding -> 

obligation to society

To earn

To build position of an expert

Benefits of a better society

I have a good time:)

„Outreach” or „dissemination” 
is mandatory in science grants

from agencies
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GENERAL RULES ARE 

THE SAME

(we’ll get to them soon!)
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https://youtu.be/mIT5KNtRs08

https://youtu.be/mIT5KNtRs08
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Why are you here? 

What kind of science communication you want to learn?

What kind of skill you’d like to gain or develop?

What’s your goal?
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Prepare and send me your „bio”

like half o A4 page with picture(!),

summarazing who you are,

what you do, what are you interesed in.

TASK
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https://jcs.biologists.org/content/121/11/1771

https://jcs.biologists.org/content/121/11/1771
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Second, we don’t do a good enough job of teaching 

our students how to be productively stupid – that is, if 

we don’t feel stupid it means we’re not really trying. 
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Exercise:

Draw 
schematically

what is a science 
communication
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Respect

Understanding

Finding a 

common ground

COMMUNICATION

Dialog

Listening

Feedback 

Recognition of 

fundamental

role of 

EMOTIONS



https://www.theguardian.com/science/occams-corner/2016/aug/23/scientists-losing-science-

communication-skeptic-cox#utm_sguid=172491,bbcaeaad-bad1-2c90-c928-14d44e28e7e4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sG8gLt4GChg

https://www.theguardian.com/science/occams-corner/2016/aug/23/scientists-losing-science-communication-skeptic-cox#utm_sguid=172491,bbcaeaad-bad1-2c90-c928-14d44e28e7e4


Most science communication isn’t

about persuading people; it’s self-

affirmation for those already on the

inside. Look at us, it says, aren’t we

clever? We are exclusive, we are a

gang, we are family.

That’s not communication. It’s not

changing minds and it’s certainly not

winning hearts and minds.

It’s tribalism.
https://www.theguardian.com/science/occams-corner/2016/aug/23/scientists-losing-science-

communication-skeptic-cox#utm_sguid=172491,bbcaeaad-bad1-2c90-c928-14d44e28e7e4

https://www.theguardian.com/science/occams-corner/2016/aug/23/scientists-losing-science-communication-skeptic-cox#utm_sguid=172491,bbcaeaad-bad1-2c90-c928-14d44e28e7e4


46

What is a common mistake during
CONVINCING people?

https://www.cda.pl/video/15224635c

(about 1:00h, sausage speech)

https://www.cda.pl/video/15224635c
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What we sausage did wrong? 

Were offensieve, abusing

Were taking something, not giving nothing in return (no offer)

Were brutal, drastic, appealed to negative emotions and violence

Did not listen his audience (broadcasting, not communicating, no 

communication)

IMPOSTING his opinions

Were without allays, Local Opinion Leaders
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YOU AGENDA
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fast Congratulations! It’s not gonna work…

slow It’s not gonna work… Congratulations

„One size

fits all”?



50„KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE”
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Who are they? Age? Education?

Why are they here? Why or for what shoudl the listen you?

Cdo we have to say something important to them?

What are their intereste? How to reach them? 

What language, voacabulary, symbols do they operate?

WHAT IS OUR COMMON GROUND?

„KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE”
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53TASK:

• Start to be OBSERVANT about producing and receving

communicates – WHY you switch channel or radiostation

and WHY are you fascinated by other text or podcast? 

WHAT makes it interesting?


